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M e m o r a n d u m

To      : The Conservancy Date: July 25, 2005
      The Advisory Committee

From   : Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Executive Director

Subject: Agenda Item 12: Consideration of resolution supporting the Conceptual Area Protection Plan
(CAPP) for the San Gabriel to Sierra Pelona Mountains, unincorporated Los Angeles County.

Staff Recommendation:  That the Conservancy adopt the attached resolution supporting the
Conceptual Area Protection Plan (CAPP) for the San Gabriel to Castaic-Sierra Pelona
Mountains.

Legislative Authority: Section 33211 of the Public Resources Code.

Background:   Approximately two years ago representatives from over six agencies, including
the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy and the Mountains Recreation and Conservation
Authority (MRCA) started an informal meeting process to develop a land protection plan for
the Upper Santa Clara River.  The effort was spearheaded by the Southern California
Wetlands Recovery Project funded by the State Coastal Commission.  A major theme that
emerged from the process was the protection of an adequate habitat linkage system between
the Angeles National Forest south of State Route (SR) 14 (San Gabriel Mountains) and the
part of the national forest north of SR 14 (Sierra Pelona-Castaic-Sierra Madre ranges).  In
addition, the protection of rare and endangered species habitat in the Santa Clara River and
its tributaries was a primary focus. A major objective of the group was to produce a Conceptual
Area Protection Plan (CAPP) to submit to the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG)
for funding through the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB).  

The CAPP was submitted to CDFG over six month ago in a joint effort by the Lower Los Angeles
and San Gabriel Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) and the South Coast Wildlands
Project.  By all accounts it has been well received by CDFG and is moving towards partial
funding consideration by the WCB.

A draft of the text part of the document is attached along with several general maps of the CAPP

area.  The detailed parcel graphics are still being reviewed by CDFG and in general are best not
widely circulated to minimize adverse land speculation.  The text reveals the ecological depth
and richness of  the area.  In addition it describes a comprehensive plan addressing hundreds
of parcels.  Staff has great familiarity with the area and can answer questions at the
Conservancy meeting.  The efforts of the RMC 
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are to be greatly applauded.  The other primary entities in the working group were CDFG,
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, City of Santa Clarita, The Nature Conservancy,
Bureau of Land Management, South Coast Wildlands Project, Southern California Wetlands
Recovery Project, and the United States Forest Service.  Many other groups and agencies also
made substantial contributions.


